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At first gIance this would seem to be the sort of book we 
would like to know is on the Iibrary shelves; a single volume 
of manageable size which covers all aspects of vitamin B12. 
Unfortunately, it does not live up to its promise. 
The selection of the ~formation we are given is somewhat 
peculiar. There is little of the exciting modern information on 
medical and nutritional aspects of vitamin B12, little 
discussion of the mechanisms by which avitaminosis B12 
results in megaloblastic anaemia and sub-acute combined 
degeneration of the spinal cord, or the methyl folate ‘trap’ 
hypothesis, but we are given a four-page table of algae which 
require vitamin B12 (and also thiamin and biotin!). However, 
ten pages at the end are devoted to lists of pharmaceutical 
prep~ations of vitamin B12 and what appear to be 
abbreviated data sheets, all of which carry essentially the 
same information! 
In places, the authors’ central European use of English 
adds a certain piquancy to the text; more seriously, in other 
places it obscures their meaning more or less completely. It is 
a major criticism of the pub~shers, who have offices in both 
Germany and the USA, that they have permitted this book to 
be published apparently without asking a native English 
speaker to read it through to correct the use of English, or at 
least ensure that it is readily comprehensible, Perhaps as a 
result of the language barrier, the text is riddled with 
typographical errors. Without spending a considerable time 
in the library I cannot tell whether or not there are similar 
errors in the tabulated data and diagrams. 
This book has an extensive bibliography, with, in places, 
several pages of references for a half page of text. However, 
although the publication date is 1987 (it arrived on my desk 
in late 1989!), there are few references later than 1983/4. I 
feel that for DM 290 I could perform a considerable number 
of up-to-date computerised literature searches. Overall, this 
book was a great disappointment; certainly I do not feel that 
it has much to offer to my students. 
David A. Bender 
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Proceedings of meetings are usually of interest only to those 
who attended the meeting but this volume has the potential 
to be different because the gap between the meeting (October, 
1988) and publication is relatively short and the topics 
covered are of central importance to malaria research. The 
thirteen topics covered are grouped into four sections, 
Antigenic Determinants and Immunity, Drug Action and 
Drug Resistance, Free Radicals and Malaria and New 
Horizons in Chemotherapy, so it should be of more interest 
to biochemists than the title of the book suggests. In fact the 
overall result is disappointing because the whole volume falls 
between two stools, being too speciaiised for the non- 
specialist and containing virtually nothing new for the expert, 
and, apart from the title, lacks any real cohesion. 
The individual authors mostly cover their topics well and 
present relatively new data with rather too much experimental 
detait. at the expense of the introduction and discussion, 
which are too limited for a publication of this kind. The 
topics covered are controversial but there is little sign of this 
controversy. For example, three contributions deal with drug 
resistance and the data presented favour different, and 
probably mutually exclusive hypotheses, but the non-expert is 
not told about this and nothing is done to attempt to resolve 
the differences. We still do not know how the parasites 
actually get into the red ceils and this question is left open 
with the vague idea that Duffy receptors are important. The 
importance of oxidants in the pathology and anaemia of 
malaria is described in one chapter, yet another chapter 
discusses how the oxidant properties of the qinghaosu make 
it effective as an antimalarial drug. There must have been a 
lot of discussion about these topics at Ann Arbor and it is a 
pity that this could not have been included. 
As it stands, this volume represents just one of hundreds of 
malaria meetings held in 1988 and, although it gives some 
idea of the flavour of research in this area, it contains nothing 
that cannot be obtained from more conventional journals. 
Malariologists ought to glance at it in a library but others 
would lose nothing if they left it alone. 
F.E.G. Cox 
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